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Abater, on Jenkin's nomination, I went to Japan as a
very young Professor of Mechanical Engineering in the
University of Tokyo, and there I spent five educative
years, from 1878 to 1883.

The Japan of those days was venerable in its traditions,
its literature, its art, its manners, its high standards of
patriotism and of personal duty. It was almost painfully
young in the veneer of western culture which it had begun
eagerly to acquire. To an inexperienced teacher there
was stimulus and help in pupils whose polite acceptance
of everything he put before them was no less remarkable
than their quick intelligence and receptiveness. They
were tolerant, they were apt, most of them were personally
attractive. For quite half a century two or three of these
Japanese youths of 1880 have kept in touch with me as
a friend.

A few, too, were responsive in developing a passion for
research. In the later years of my employment the
Japanese authorities extended my functions by getting
me to undertake some teaching of physics; and with the
help of a group of the best pupils I began experiments
in magnetism, which they took up with an enthusiasm
that left nothing to be desired. It is pleasant to know
that there is still an active school of magnetic science in
'Japan. Some aspects of that study are dealt with in a
lecture which will be found reprinted here. The experi-
ments we made together had this special interest that
they dealt with points which almost immediately became
important through the rapid development of electrical
engineering, then in its infancy.

For myself, the attractions of research had been strong
from the time a first impulse in that direction was given
in the laboratory of Professor Tait, who was my earliest.
'teacher of physics.   Those were the days when Thomson
and Tait were giving a new formulation to what in